
































  4/21/10 
  3:34 PM 

 1 
Resolution # 16 2 

Modification of Convention Delegate Count Structure 3 
 4 
Whereas:   Delegate action at the MPFFU 2006 convention changed Detroit Local 5 

344’s per capita to help solve the local’s financial difficulties at the time 6 
by reducing payment on five hundred (500) members to four hundred-7 
one (401) members.  This convention action also changed the local’s 8 
Convention delegate count from ten (10) to seven (7).  No other 9 
adjustment in Convention delegate count was considered at the 2006 10 
MPFFU Convention, and; 11 

 12 
Whereas:    A closer study of Convention delegate count structure reveals a skewed, 13 

unfair distribution of Convention delegates, particularly for those local 14 
with more than fifty (50) members, and; 15 

 16 
Whereas:   The fact that seventy (70) of the one hundred twenty-seven (127) MPFFU 17 

locals have less than twenty-five (25) members makes it important to 18 
retain their current delegate strength in the current system that 19 
empowers the MPFFU’s smaller locals at Convention (rather than one 20 
vote per member like the IAFF system), and; 21 

 22 
Whereas:   The current breakdown of MPFFU Convention delegate count is as 23 

follows, and: 24 
 25 

25 members or less entitled to Two delegates  (70 locals) 26 
26 – 100 members entitled to Three delegates  (50 locals) 27 
101 – 200 members entitled to Four delegates  (  4 locals) 28 
201 – 300 members entitled to Five delegates  (  2 locals) 29 
301 – 400 members entitled to Six delegates   (  0 locals) 30 
401 or more members entitled to Seven delegates  (   1 local) 31 

 32 
Whereas:  There is a desire to adjust Convention delegate count to more fairly 33 

represent those locals with more than fifty (50) members, more than one 34 
hundred (100) members, and more than two hundred (200) members on 35 
the convention floor as well as in election of MPFFU officers, therefore 36 
be it; 37 

 38 
Resolved: That Article 5, Section 2 of the MPFFU Constitution and By-Laws be 39 

amended to reflect the following convention delegate counts: 40 
 41 

  25 or less members entitled to Two delegates 42 
  26 – 50 members entitled to Three delegates 43 
  51 – 75 members entitled to Four delegates 44 
  76 – 100 members entitled to Five delegates 45 
101 – 400 members entitled to Six delegates 46 
401 or more members entitled to Seven delegates 47 

 48 
 49 
Submitted by:  Westland Professional Fire Fighters Union – IAFF Local 1279 50 
Committee Assigned to:  Constitution and By-Laws 51 
Committee Recommendation: 52 
Cost Factor:  none 53 
Convention Action: 54 



  4/25/10 
  10:36 PM 

Create Standing Committee on  1 
Consolidation, Mergers, Automatic Aid and Shared Services 2 

 3 
Whereas: The creation of shared services agreements including consolidation, 4 

fire authorities, mutual aid and automatic aid agreements may have 5 
major impact on the members of the MPFFU, and 6 

 7 
Whereas: Each type of shared service agreement contains a large array of 8 

technical labor, legal and fire service complications, and  9 
 10 
Whereas: These complications shall require the advice and expertise of 11 

members of the MPFFU, legal council, and the IAFF, and  12 
 13 
Whereas: The state wide impact of any shared services agreements will have 14 

significant long term impact on every local in the MPFFU, and 15 
 16 
Whereas: Few Locals will have the resources necessary to confront these 17 

issues unassisted, and 18 
 19 
Whereas:  The MPFFU has a long standing tradition of forming committees to 20 

address the collective concerns of its membership, therefore be it 21 
 22 
Resolved:  That the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union create a standing 23 

committee to address the issues of shared services agreements, 24 
including but not limited to, mergers, consolidations, fire authorities, 25 
automatic and mutual aid, and be it further 26 

 27 
Resolved: That members of said committee shall gather information, review 28 

shared service agreements already created, review attempts made 29 
throughout the state and IAFF affiliates regarding shared services, 30 
review all state and federal law involving shared services, and be it 31 
further 32 

 33 
Resolved: That said committee work with the MPFFU Executive Board and 34 

existing standing committees to understand the risks and benefits of 35 
shared services agreements and make the necessary 36 
recommendations to ensure the protection and long term success of 37 
the MPFFU membership, and be it further  38 

 39 
Resolved: That this committee meets all the requirements set forth in the 40 

MPFFU Constitution and By-laws regarding standing committees. 41 
 42 
 43 
Submitted by:  Lincoln Park Fire Fighters – Local 1292 44 
Committee Assigned to:  Constitution and By-Laws 45 
Committee Recommendation: 46 
Cost Factor: $0.08 47 
Convention Action: 48 



  4/30/10 
  1:47 PM 

Resolution #18 1 
Announcing Candidacy for MPFFU Office 2 

 3 
 4 
Whereas: There is currently no deadline or formal timeline for announcing 5 

candidacy for MPFFU offices, and 6 
 7 
Whereas: Most political offices have a filing deadline in order to run for an 8 

elected position, and 9 
 10 
Whereas: Most IAFF locals nominate candidates at a meeting weeks or months 11 

before the vote giving candidates time to campaign, and 12 
 13 
Whereas: The IAFF even nominates District Vice Presidents at the District 14 

Caucuses well before the election, and 15 
 16 
Whereas: Giving candidates one day to campaign, during our Convention, for 17 

these important positions is not adequate, and 18 
 19 
Whereas:  This addition to the election process would level the playing field for 20 

all candidates and give full disclosure, therefore be it 21 
 22 
Resolved: That candidates seeking District Vice President must announce their 23 

candidacy no later than at their District Meeting, and be it further 24 
 25 
Resolved: That candidates seeking Trustee must announce their candidacy no 26 

later than at both of the District Meetings affected, and be it further 27 
 28 
Resolved: That candidates seeking to be a Principle Officer must announce 29 

their candidacy in writing to the MPFFU Office at least sixty (60) days 30 
preceding the Convention, and be it finally 31 

 32 
Resolved: That no nomination at Convention will be accepted by the Chair if the 33 

nominee has not followed the rules set forth in this resolution unless 34 
accepted by the floor with a 2/3 vote. 35 

 36 
 37 
Submitted by:  Shaun Abbey, Delegate at Large – Second District VP 38 
 39 
Committee Assigned to:  Constitution and By-Laws 40 
 41 
Committee Recommendation: 42 
 43 
Cost Factor: None 44 
 45 
Convention Action: 46 



  4/30/10 
  1:47 PM 

Resolution # 19 1 
Required Medical Equipment for Law Enforcement 2 

 3 
 4 
Whereas:  On March 26, 2010 the Michigan Emergency Medical Services 5 

Coordination Committee  (EMSCC) recommended for law 6 
enforcement agencies licensed as medical first responders  to 7 
have certain medical equipment exceptions and create a separate 8 
law enforcement vehicle equipment list, and  9 
 10 

Whereas:  Decreasing the medical equipment requirements required for law 11 
enforcement agencies licensed as medical first responders will 12 
decrease the level of care provided to citizens, and 13 
 14 

Whereas:  Many Michigan Professional Firefighter Union locals are facing the 15 
threat of different forms of fire/police consolidation, and 16 
 17 

Whereas:  Allowing law enforcement agencies to carry less medical 18 
equipment will more easily allow local governments to transfer 19 
primary first responder duties from fire departments to law 20 
enforcement, therefore be it 21 

 22 
Resolved: That the delegates at this 49th Biennial Convention of the Michigan 23 

Professional Firefighters Union go on record as opposing the 24 
recent action taken by the EMSCC that would change the 25 
equipment list for law enforcement agencies responding as 26 
medical first responders in their jurisdiction, and be it further 27 

 28 
Resolved: That the elected representatives of the MPFFU communicate our 29 

opposition to all appropriate agencies and legislative bodies, and 30 
be it finally 31 
 32 

Resolved: That all MPFFU locals shall urge their Fire Chief to write a letter to 33 
the EMSCC stating their opposition to this proposed change. 34 

 35 
 36 
 37 
Submitted by:  Holland Professional Firefighters Union-IAFF #759 38 
 39 
Committee Assigned to:  Resolutions 40 
 41 
Committee Recommendation: 42 
 43 
Cost Factor: none 44 
 45 
Convention Action: 46 


